
 

 

 
 

BOARD MEETING  
Tuesday August 8, 2023 at 7:00 pm 

555 W. Redondo Beach Blvd. – Room 185, Gardena, CA 90248 
 

Board Members 
 

Miguel Vazquez, Chairperson Dave Trejo, District 3  Frankie Mays, Community Organization.  
Joan Jacobs, Vice-Chairperson Arvie Powell, District 4 Evelenn Santiago, Youth Advocate 
Rosalie Preston, Secretary Eva Cooper Pace, District 5 Elijah Thomas, Youth Representative 
Keith Pitts, Treasurer Marvin Bell, District 6 Will Yates, Outreach/Communications  
Laivern Frerichs, District 1  Barbara Tyson-Frazier, District 7  Craig Kusunoki, At-Large  
Nita Stonehocker, District 2  Oscar Ruiz, District 8  

 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) 
antes del evento. Por favor contacte nosotros al (310) 768-3853 o por correo electrónico 
hgnnc@sbcglobal.net para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 

Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s 
jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown 
Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General 
Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject 
of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to two minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by 
the presiding officer of the Board. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1) Welcome/call to order/Board roll call (quorum is 9 members) 
 

2) General public comment on non-agenda items that are within the Neighborhood  
    Council’s subject matter jurisdiction.  Each speaker will be allowed 2 minutes per speaker. 

 

3) Reports 
    a) CD 8 
    b) CD 15 
    c) LAPD 
    d) Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 
 
4) Administrative motions  

a) Approval of the July 11, 2023, Board minutes Vote 
b) Approval of the July 25, 2023, General Membership meeting minutes Vote 
c) Approval of the July 2023 Monthly Expenditure Report Vote 
 

5) Appointment of official HGNNC Representatives/Liaisons  
    a) Emergency Preparedness Alliance Vote 
    b) Sustainability Alliance Vote 
    c) Los Angeles Alliance of Neighborhood Councils (LAANC) Vote   

Contact us/sign up: 
www.harborgatewaynorth.org 
P.O. Box 3723, Gardena, CA 90247 
310-768-3853 office 
hgnnc@sbcglobal.net  

 

mailto:hgnnc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.harborgatewaynorth.org/
mailto:hgnnc@sbcglobal.net


 

 

    d) Two Budget Representatives Vote 
 

6) Letter requesting trees to be planted in the north and south side medians on Rosecrans Avenue 
Vote 

 

7) Community Impact Statements 
a) 20-1178-S3 Therapeutic Van Pilot Program Vote 
b) 22-1196-S1 Independent Redistricting Commission Vote 
c) 23-0439 Nuisance abatement of vacant properties Vote 
d) 23-0750 Council District 15 office space in Harbor Gateway Vote 

 

8) Board business/announcements 
    a) Reports from Committee Chairs  
    b) Brief announcements from Board members – report on National Night Out – August 1 

 

    Adjournment 
 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not 

discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal 

access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other 

auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make 

your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of 

Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org 
 

Public Posting of Agendas - 

Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

• 135th Street School, 801 W. 135th Street, Gardena, CA 90247 

• www.harborgatewaynorth.org 

• You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification 

System (ENS) 
 

Notice to Paid Representatives - 

If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register as a 

lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is 

available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 

or ethics.commission@lacity.org 
 

Public Access of Records - 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority 

or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at Harbor Gateway North Neighborhood Council 

office 205, 555 W. Redondo Beach Blvd., at our website: www.harborgatewaynorth.org or at the scheduled 

meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact 

our Secretary at (310) 768-3853 or email at: hgnnc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Reconsideration and Grievance Process - 

For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any 

other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at 

our Board meetings and our website www.harborgatewaynorth.org 

mailto:NCsupport@lacity.org
http://www.harborgatewaynorth.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
mailto:hgnnc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.harborgatewaynorth.org/


 

 

Harbor Gateway North Neighborhood Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

555 W. Redondo Beach Blvd., Room 185 

 

Present: Miguel Vazquez (Chairperson), Joan Jacobs (Vice Chairperson), Rosalie Preston 

(Secretary), Keith Pitts (Treasurer), Laivern Frerichs (District 1), Arvie Powell (District 4), Eva 

Cooper Pace (District 5), Marvin Bell (District 6), Barbara Tyson-Frazier (District 7), Oscar Ruiz 

(District 8), Frankie Mays (Community Organization Representative), Elijah Thomas (Youth 

Representative), Will Yates (Outreach/Communications Representative), and Craig Kusunoki 

(At-large Representative) 

 

1) Call to order by Freddy Cupen-Ames, Neighborhood Council Advocate – Department of 

Neighborhood Empowerment, followed by roll call: The meeting was called to order by 

Freddy Cupen-Ames.  A roll call determined that a quorum of the new Board was present. 

 

2) Installation of newly elected Board of Directions by Freddy Cupen-Ames: Freddy Cupen-

Ames read out the Oath of Office for the Board members to repeat. 

 

3) Appointment of members to Standing Committees 

    a) Bylaws: It was moved by Rosalie Preston, seconded by Arvie Powell, and passed 14-0-0 to 

appoint Joan Jacobs, Rosalie Preston, Luetta Watson, and Hannah Woods to the Bylaws 

Committee. 

    b) Homeless Issues: It was Joan Jacobs, seconded by Keith Pitts, and passed 14-0-0 to 

appoint Marvin Bell, Rene Chombeng, Jackie Jackson, Salim Mhunzi, Janet Mitchell, Dr. 

Princess Sykes, and Barbara Tyson-Frazier to the Homeless Issues Committee. 

    c) Outreach/Communications: It was moved by Joan Jacobs, seconded by Eva Cooper Pace, 

and passed 14-0-0 to appoint Salim Mhunzi, Rosalie Preston, Janeshia Robinson, Miguel 

Vazquez, and William Yates to the Outreach/Communications Committee.  

    d) Planning and Land Use: There were five Board members who were interested in being 

appointed to the Committee, but after each gave a statement, Joan Jacobs said she would 

withdraw.  There were six stakeholders who had expressed interest in being appointed to the 

Committee, but after statements were given, including submitted statements for Janeshia 

Robinson and Micah Silver being read aloud), Lois Saito said that she would withdraw. It was 

then moved by Keith Pitts, seconded by Eva Cooper Pace, and passed 14-0-0 to appoint Craig 

Kusunoki, Keith Pitts, Arvie Powell, and Rosalie Preston as the Board members of the 

Committee and Majenni Nixon, Janeshia Robinson, Micah Silver, Angela Springs, and Luetta 

Watson as the stakeholder members of the Planning and Land Use Committee.  

    e) Public Safety/Emergency Preparedness: It was moved by Keith Pitts, seconded by 

Marvin Bell, and passed 14-0-0 to appoint Eric Bailey, Jackie Jackson, Frankie Mays, and Arvie 

Powell to the Public Safety/Emergency Preparedness Committee.  

    f) Youth Issues: It was moved by Marvin Bell, seconded by Elijah Thomas, and passed 14-0-

0 to appoint Marvin Bell, Jackie Jackson, Clifford McClain, Evelenn Santiago, and Elijah 

Thomas to the Youth Issues Committee.  

 

7) Reports  

a) Council District 15: No one was present to make a report. 

b) Mayor’s Office: No one was present to make a report. 

c) LAPD: Senior Lead Officers Robert Martinez and Tyson Hamaoka were present.  Violent 

crime is currently at a very low level in the Southeast LAPD area, with Southeast being the third 

lowest of all the 21 reporting Divisions. However Southeast is closer to the top in property 



 

 

crimes, including an increase in stolen vehicles, especially in the area from Rosecrans Avenue 

to El Segundo Blvd.  Southeast Division is planning another VIN etching event to deter 

catalytic converter thefts. Officer Martinez is working on the removal of RVs from 135th Street 

west of Figueroa Street. 

(Elijah Thomas left the meeting at 8:05 p.m.) 

Officer Martinez explained the issues with the tow yards that the RVs are taken to, which need 

to have room for the RVs brought in. They also have to have the tanks drained of sewage.  It is 

estimated that there are currently 7,000 RVs parked on the streets, with a rent of $300-500 a 

month often being charged by those who own them. There are also only six to eight officers 

who are working on the RV removal issue. 

     Officer Hamaoka said that last week partnering with Caltrans and with support from 

HGNNC Chairperson Miguel Vazquez, a homeless encampment and illegal dumping and trash 

was cleared along the south side of the 105 freeway from San Pedro Street to Stanford Avenue. 

He praised the Robbery unit at Southeast LAPD which has made arrests and cleared 12 crimes-

street robberies.  Council District 15 has asked for a list of vacant houses or apartments that are 

nuisance properties.  In answer to a question about the prostitution along Figueroa Street, 

Officer Hamaoka said that as of January 1, 2023, soliciting for prostitution is no longer a crime. 

More cameras have been installed along Figueroa Street and the Vice Unit is working on the 

issue. 

d) Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 

    i) Required Board member trainings: Freddy Cupen-Ames said that there are four 

required trainings for the Board (ethics, code of conduct, funding, and anti-bias) and those are 

offered through Cornerstone.  Let him know if you have trouble logging in.  Your user name 

and temporary password should have been sent via email. 

   ii) Upcoming Department Onboarding Orientation sessions: Board members will 

receive an email of the dates once the details have been finalized. 

  iii) Neighborhood Empowerment Advocate contact information: Freddy Cupen-Ames 

can be reached via freddy.cupen-ames@lacity.org  

 

6) General public comment on non-agenda items that are within the Neighborhood 

Council’s subject matter jurisdiction: Ara An, Constituent Engagement Deputy for Holly 

Mitchell, 2nd District Supervisor for Los Angeles County, introduced April Johnson who is 

covering the Harbor Gateway North area while Robert Jackson is out on medical leave. Ara then 

summarized some of the recent initiatives of the Supervisor and will send it all in written form to 

the Board. 

 

4) Creation of an Ad Hoc Environmental Justice Committee and appointment of members: 

It was moved by Rosalie Preston, seconded by Eva Cooper Pace, and passed 13-0-0 to create an 

Ad Hoc Environmental Justice Committee and appoint Joan Jacobs, Arvie Powell, Nita 

Stonehocker, Miguel Vazquez, and Luetta Watson to the Committee. 

 

5) Appointment of Community Impact Statement Filers: It was moved by Joan Jacobs, 

seconded by Keith Pitts, and passed 12-0-0 to appoint Arvie Powell, Rosalie Preston, and Miguel 

Vazquez to be the Community Impact Statement filers for the HGNNC. 

 

8) Approval of holding a Board Retreat on August 19 or August 26. With expenditure of up 

to $1,500 for rental of a facility, morning refreshments, and light lunch: Chair Miguel 

Vazquez reviewed the draft budget.  Secretary Rosalie Preston explained that the Retreat should 

probably cost closer to $1,200, but more money was being proposed in case there were 



 

 

unexpected costs. The Retreat will be listed as a Special Board meeting and stakeholders 

welcome to attend.  It was moved by Keith Pitts, seconded by Marvin Bell, and passed 10-0-0.  

Since board members didn’t have preferences for one date over the other, Rosalie said the Board 

would go with Sat. August 26 as the date, to allow for more time for planning. 

 

9) Administrative motions 

    a) Approval of the June 13, 2023, Board minutes: It was moved by Joan Jacobs, seconded 

by Keith Pitts, and passed 12-0-0 to approve the minutes. 

    b) Approval of the June 2023 Monthly Expenditure Report: Treasurer Keith Pitts reviewed 

the June expenses.  It was moved by Joan Jacobs, seconded by Frankie Mays, and passed 10-0-0 

to approve the June 2023 MER. 

    c) Approval of a $500 Neighborhood Purposes Grant to the LA Police Foundation to 

support National Night Out at Southeast LAPD on August 1: It was moved by Barbara 

Tyson-Frazier, seconded by Will Yates, and passed 10-0-0 to approve the expenditure, which 

will help support the purchase of backpacks, or if enough backpacks are donated, then bottled 

water and snacks for attendees.  The HGNNC will have a table at the event, which will be held 

from 2-5 p.m. on August 1 in front of the Southeast Division, 145 W. 108th Street. 

 

10) Board business/announcements 

      a) Reports from Committee Chairs: There were none. 

      b) Brief announcements from Board members: There were none.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 

 



 

 

Harbor Gateway North Neighborhood Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 25, 2023 

555 W. Redondo Beach Blvd., Room 185 

 

Present: Miguel Vazquez (Chairperson), Joan Jacobs (Vice Chairperson), Rosalie Preston 

(Secretary), Keith Pitts (Treasurer), Nita Stonehocker (District 2), Dave Trejo (District 3), Arvie 

Powell (District 4), Marvin Bell (District 6), Barbara Tyson-Frazier (District 7), Frankie Mays 

(Community Organization Representative), and Craig Kusunoki (At-large Representative) 

 

1) Welcome/call to order/Board roll call: At 7:11 p.m., there was not yet a quorum of Board 

members but Chairperson Miguel Vazquez welcomed attendees and asked that Monica Hall, 

Battallion Chief for Battallion 6 begin her report on behalf of the Los Angeles Fire Department.  

 

3) Reports 

    Los Angeles City Fire Department: Monica Hall, Battallion Chief for Battalion 6, which 

includes Fire Station 79 at 18030 S. Vermont Avenue, introduced Matt Mitchell, also from 

Battallion 6.  She said that the Fire Department wants stakeholders to let them know how they 

can protect the community. She discussed home smoke detectors and how the batteries should be 

changed once a year, with a test of their operation every month by pressing a broom handle on 

the test button.  If a battery begins chirping, then the battery power is low and definitely needs 

replacement. For carbon monoxide detectors, replace the whole unit when the battery is used up.  

The non-profit MySafeLA is available to canvas neighborhoods to test and install home smoke 

detectors. The Fire Department has a Brush Clearance Unit which can be contacted at 1-800-

994-4444. Chief Hall gave some tips for coping with very high temperatures.  One stakeholder 

brought up the issue of bus stops in the City of Los Angeles with no shade structures for those 

waiting for buses.  

    a) Supervisor Holly Mitchell: No one was present. 

    b) CD 8: No one was present.  Field Deputy Laura Garcia will be at the August 8 Board 

meeting. 

    c) CD 15: No one was present. 

    d) LAPD: No one was present. 

 

1) Welcome/call to order/Board roll call: At 7:47 p.m., Chairperson Miguel Vazquez called the 

meeting to order, roll call was taken, and it was determined that a quorum of the Board was 

present. 

 

2) General public comment on non-agenda items that are within the Neighborhood 

Council’s subject matter jurisdiction: Moises “Jun” Aglipay, Field Representative for 65th 

District Assemblymember Mike Gipson, announced that Caltrans will sponsor a Dump Day 

event at the Harbor Gateway Transit Center, 731 W. 182nd Street in August.  

     District 4 stakeholder Luisa Gratz discussed the issues she is experiencing due to the impact 

of oil drilling/fracking from the Garner well on 126th Street. She has had oil come up in her 

bathroom sink, sinking of her home’s foundation, and has spent over $60,000 to shore up her 

home.  She has lost four neighbors to what she believes is the impact of air pollution from the 

nearby 110 Harbor freeway.  Three of her dogs have died of cancer in the last ten years.  Her 90-

day air filters only last about two weeks.  The area needs trees planted to help absorb the fine 

particulate matter. She also said that the lot at Vermont Avenue/Redondo Beach Blvd. should not 

have a warehouse built there but rather it should be green space and with community services.  

     District 4 stakeholder Patty Monarrez asked that the Neighborhood Council put on an 

upcoming agenda a request to plant trees in the concrete medians along Rosecrans Avenue. 



 

 

     District 6 stakeholder discussed the issue of the illegally placed collection bins.  

(Barbara Tyson-Frazier left the meeting at 8:17 p.m.) 

 

District 1 stakeholder Maria Oropeza discussed the two trucks that are always parked on the west 

side of Menlo Avenue, south of Gardena Blvd., which make it difficult to turn right from 

Gardena Blvd.  

    

3) Reports 

    Mayor Karen Bass: Jocelyn Dominguez, Mayor’s representative for the Harbor area, said 

that the Mayor has been accelerating the process for affordable housing to be built.  Twenty-two 

new projects have been approved since January. $7.8 million has been allocated in the 2023-

2024 City budget for substance abuse treatment.  Inside Safe has seen 1,400 people get some 

type of shelter.  54 of those were housed from the encampment at Hoover and 115th.    

 

6) Committee appointments 

    a) Finance Committee: It was moved by Rosalie Preston, seconded by Marvin Bell, and 

passed 10-0-0 to appoint  

    b) Homeless Issues: It was moved by Rosalie Preston, seconded by Joan Jacobs, and passed 

10-0-0 to appoint Victor Williams to the Homeless Issues Committee.  He had submitted an 

emailed request to be appointed, but the email was not noticed until after the July 11 Committee 

appointments had been made.   

    c) Youth Issues: It was moved by Keith Pitts, seconded by Marvin Bell, and passed 10-0-0 to 

appoint Victor Williams to the Youth Issues Committee.  

 

7) Board business/announcements 

    a) Reports from Committee Chairs: The Planning and Land Use Committee will meet on 

July 27 at 6:30 p.m. 

     The Ad Hoc Environmental Justice Committee will be meeting August 11 at 6:30 p.m. with 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Amanda Bettinelli present virtually. 

(Keith Pitts left the meeting at 8:38 p.m.) 

 

    b) Brief announcements from Board members: On July 13 four new RVs showed up on the 

west side of Central Avenue near 118th Street and were reported to the Homeless Access Center 

at the Watts Labor Community Action Committee (WLCAC), who sent out an outreach worker, 

while District 8 Representative Oscar Ruiz contacted Senior Lead Officer Tyson Hamaoka about 

the possibility of painting the curbs red and posting “no parking” signs.  Chair Miguel Vazquez 

asked the Board for a list of problem RV locations within the HGNNC. 

 

3) Reports 

    c) CD 15: Field Deputy Nicholas Chavez reported that funding has been secured for a Clean 

15 Team to provide additional resources for cleaning up illegal dumping and trash throughout the 

Council District.  The Team is led by Jocelyn Barrera. 

     The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m.  

 

Minutes taken by Rosalie Preston, Secretary 

 



 

1 

 

Miguel Vazquez – Chairperson   
Joan Jacobs - Vice Chairperson 
Rosalie Preston - Secretary 
Keith Pitts - Treasurer 
Laivern Frerichs – District 1 Representative 
Nita Stonehocker - District 2 Representative 
Dave Trejo - District 3 Representative 
Arvie Powell - District 4 Representative 
Eva Cooper Pace - District 5 Representative 

 

Marvin Bell - District 6 Representative  
Barbara Tyson-Frazier - District 7 Rep 
Oscar Ruiz - District 8 Representative 
Frankie Mays –Community Org. Rep 
Evelenn Santiago -Youth Advocate 
Elijah Thomas - Youth Representative  
Will Yates – Outreach/Communications Rep 
Craig Kusunoki - At-Large Representative  

HARBOR GATEWAY NORTH NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL  
P.O. Box 3723, Gardena, CA 90247        (310) 768-3853 telephone       

www.harborgatewaynorth.org          HGNNC@sbcglobal.net 

 

July 26, 2023 

Councilmember Tim McOsker 

City Hall – Room 475 

200 N. Spring Street  

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Re: Tree planting in the north and south side medians on Rosecrans Avenue  

 

Dear Councilmember McOsker: 

On July 25, 2023, our Board voted x-x-x to officially request that you office create a method to 

fund the installation, watering, and maintenance of appropriate street trees for the concrete 

medians that are located on both the north and south sides of Rosecrans Avenue between 

Vermont Avenue and the 110 Harbor Freeway. 

 

The concrete medians currently are often filled with weeds in the cracks and are unattractive.  

Additionally this section of our Neighborhood Council area is heavily impacted by air pollution 

from the heavy traffic on Rosecrans Avenue and from the nearby 110 Harbor Freeway.  The 

trees would help to remove at least some of the air pollution in this area while also beautifying 

this traffic corridor and also help to lower the temperature, which will also help to reduce the 

amount of air pollution. 

 

Our Neighborhood Council stands ready to assist with researching funding sources and reaching 

out to our stakeholders living along Rosecrans Avenue and nearby to assist in advocating for this 

beautification project and to help in selecting the trees and median design.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Miguel Vazquez, Chairperson 

Harbor Gateway North Neighborhood Council 

http://www.harborgatewaynorth.org/
mailto:HGNNC@sbcglobal.net
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cc: Nicholas Chavez, Field Deputy – Council District 15 

 



PUBLIC SAFETY

MOTION

The Therapeutic Van Pilot Program (Program) partnership between the Los Angeles 
County Department of Mental Health (DMH) and the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) 
utilizes the DMH therapeutic transport response in conjunction with LAFD’s Tiered Dispatch 
System for calls involving patients with mental health crises. The Program provides mental 
health patients with immediate therapeutic support from DMH staff and is part of a panacea of 
the City’s evolving unarmed model of response for those experiencing mental health crises.

As a pilot, the Program launched in January 2021 and was designed to be launched for 
one year with a focus on sustaining and expanding the study areas throughout the City. The 
Therapeutic Vans are owned by the County of Los Angeles and staffed by a DMH Psychiatric 
Mobile Response Team. The teams are meant to be available 24 hours a day and are deployed 
from LAFD stations. Pursuant to these recent annual budgetary cycles, the Program expanded to 
service five geographies: Downtown, South Los Angeles, West Los Angeles, Southwest Los 
Angeles and the San Fernando Valley. The Program will be implemented for a second year as the 
City Council recently amended the Memorandum of Agreement to extend it for an additional 
year, ending service on June 30, 2024.

Through the Program, Fire Station 40, located on Terminal Island in Council District 15, 
services the Harbor and Southwest region. The location of Fire Station 40 is not easily accessible 
and will become increasingly difficult for ingress and egress with the future Vincent Thomas 
Bridge Deck Replacement Project.

-I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council direct the Los Angeles Fire Department, 
with assistance from the General Services Department, and in coordination with the Los Angeles 
County Department of Mental Health, to report within 45 days on the feasibility of moving the 
Therapeutic Van Pilot Program from Fire Station 40 to another dispatch center in the Harbor 
Area. This report should provide a list of potential LAFD stations, both active and inactive, 
within Council District 15 that could serve as dispatch centers for the Therapeutic Vans and 
should consider the location near arterials or freeways that allows for service and dispatches to 
be as efficient as possible.

/V-PRESENTED BY:
T M McOSKER
Councilmember, 1 Jl1 District

JUN 2 3 2023
SECONDED BY:
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Miguel Vazquez – Chairperson   
Joan Jacobs - Vice Chairperson 
Rosalie Preston - Secretary 
Keith Pitts - Treasurer 
Laivern Frerichs – District 1 Representative 
Nita Stonehocker - District 2 Representative 
Dave Trejo - District 3 Representative 
Arvie Powell - District 4 Representative 
Eva Cooper Pace - District 5 Representative 

 

Marvin Bell - District 6 Representative  
Barbara Tyson-Frazier - District 7 Rep 
Oscar Ruiz - District 8 Representative 
Frankie Mays –Community Org. Rep 
Evelenn Santiago -Youth Advocate 
Elijah Thomas - Youth Representative  
Will Yates – Outreach/Communications Rep 
Craig Kusunoki - At-Large Representative  

HARBOR GATEWAY NORTH NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL  
P.O. Box 3723, Gardena, CA 90247        (310) 768-3853 telephone       

www.harborgatewaynorth.org          HGNNC@sbcglobal.net 

 

July 26, 2023 

Councilmember Tim McOsker 

Councilmember Marqueece Harris-Dawson 

City Hall  

200 N. Spring Street  

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Re: Council File 22-1196-S1 (Independent Redistricting Commission) 

 

Dear Councilmembers McOsker and Harris-Dawson: 

On July 25, 2023, our Board voted x-x-x to support Council File 22-1196-S1, with special 

emphasis on the following elements for the redistricting of City of Los Angeles Council 

Districts. We understand that a measure to create the Independent Redistricting Commission will 

be placed on a 2024 ballot so that the necessary changes can be made to the City Charter and 

then the process of redrawing the Council District boundaries will proceed. 

 

1) A Redistricting Commission must be appointed or selected in a manner that is independent of 

any elected City official, including Councilmembers, and which will reflect the diversity of the 

City of Los Angeles in terms of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic class, renter vs. homeowner 

status, age, gender, and geography, among other relevant factors. 

 

2) There will be a prohibition of ex parte (off the record) communication between any City 

Councilmember, their staff, or proxies and the Redistricting Commission, using the same 

standards as the State of California.  

 

3) Best practices will be followed to ensure transparency of the process and public participation 

in the redistricting process, with options to participate both in person and virtually and adequate 

advance notice of meetings. 

 

4) There will be creation of enough City Council Districts so that each elected Councilmember 

represents roughly 150,000 residents instead of the current 250,000. 

http://www.harborgatewaynorth.org/
mailto:HGNNC@sbcglobal.net
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5) Council District boundaries will be created that are easily identifiable and understandable by 

residents, such as major streets, natural and artificial barriers, and official City boundaries. 

 

6) Where possible, the geographic integrity of Neighborhood Councils shall be respected in a 

manner that minimizes their division. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Miguel Vazquez, Chairperson 

Harbor Gateway North Neighborhood Council 

 

cc: Adam Acosta, Senior Policy Advisor - Council District 15 

     Belem Lamas, Policy Director – Council District 8 

     Nicholas Chavez, Field Deputy – Council District 15 

     Laura Garcia, Field Deputy – Council District 8 

 



March 10, 2023































































































































































































































































































































MOTION 
PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT 

The City of Los Angeles adopted a "Vacant Building Ordinance," effective September 30, 
1999, declaring both vacant and unsecured or boarded buildings public nuisances. Additionally, 
the ordinance creates consequences if no action is taken by a property owner to eliminate the 
boarded building status and there are additional state and local laws that empower the City and its 
departmen!s to abate nuisances on real property located within the City including vacant 
structures. 

The Vacant Building Ordinance, together with other local and state laws, implement a 
number of strategies to abate long-standing nuisances on private property. One key avenue to 
reaching this goal is to abate nuisances by bringing civil and, in some cases, criminal actions. The 
City Attorney and her office frequently work with other departments to abate nuisances and file 
civil or criminal actions against property owners and tenants who fail to comply with orders 
issued by regulatory inspectors. 

Recently, there have been an alarming number of vacant and unsecured or boarded 
properties in Council District 15 that have led to public safety issues, and ultimately, deterrents to 
the surrounding quality of life. It is important to evaluate the role of the City in working to bring 
forward prosecutions or other tools to mitigate this persistent problem for local residents. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council direct the Los Angeles Police Department, 
Los Angeles Fire Department, Department of Building and Safety, Housing Department, Board of 
Public Works, Department of Water and Power, and Department of City Planning, to transmit to 
the City Attorney within thirty (30) days a report on the volume of calls, the number of boarded 
up, abandoned or vacant properties and the average length of time from the initial complaint 
through the resolution of a nuisance at a property, received by each department since January 1, 
2022. 

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council request the City Attorney to submit to Council 
a report on the number of civil or criminal actions brought by the City Attorney's Office pursuant 
to the Vacant Building Ordinance or other nuisance abatement laws against property owners or 
tenants, and the resolution or status of such actions related to vacant and unsecured or boarded 
properties in Council District 15. 

PRESENTE 

SECONDED BY: 

~ v-- APR 2 I 2023 I 



GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

MOTION 

Council District 15 requires office space in order to relocate the existing operations and seeks 
approval to lease office space at 970 W. 190th, Suite 150 in Harbor Gateway, CA. The 
surrounding areas are in need of a city-leased space for constituent services and a drop-in center 
for City departments as needed. Council District 15 is 13 .1 miles long and the new venue will 
allow greater provision of constituent services and bring local government closer to all the 
communities of the One-Five. 

The new space is within a new neighborhood shopping center called "The Enclave" which is a 
collection of premier office space, curated restaurants, activated outdoor common area, art 
installations, and year-round events. The center has a focus on creating exciting and vibrant 
environments that foster creativity, collaboration, and a sense of community and is a new 
destination point. The landlord intends to submit a draft floor plan as well as specific terms and 
conditions for a potential lease agreement. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council authorize the General Services Department to 
negotiate and execute a lease for a new Council District 15 Constituent Services Office located at 
970 W. 190th Street, Suite 150 in Harbor Gateway, CA. 

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Attorney review, as to form and legality, and approve a lease 
agreement consistent with the proposed terms. 

I 

PRESENTED BY: 1 -t-------------="~-t--
IM McOSKER 

Councilmember 15th District 
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